
While Welland County was formed only 111 years ago, its 
history dates back almost three centuries. The first white 
man here was Father Hennepin, the Franciscan missionary- 
explorer, who passed by Niagara Falls on his way west. In 
the late 1700 s, while the entire Niagara Peninsula was 
known as Lincoln County, United Empire Loyalists began to 
settle in the fertile soils. Before the coming of the white 
man, this area was an important part of the Neutral Indian 
tribe’s territory. It was their chief source of flint. 

Almost all the place names within this area were handed 
down by Col. John Graves Simcoe, the first Lt. Gov. of Upper 
Canada. The name Welland, first applied to the river which 
bisects the county, comes from the Welland River in Col. 
Simcoe’s native Lincolnshire, England. 

Welland County was the scene of much activity during the 
War of 1812-14, with battles at Chippawa, Lundy’s Lane, Fort 
Erie, Beaverdams and Cook’s Mills, and events on Navy 
Island and the Shorthi I Is area. The county has a close assoc- 
iation with William Lyon Mackenzie, the Little Rebel, who 
set up headquarters on Navy Island during the 1837 rebellion. 
The Fenian Raids of 1866 are another part of the county’s 
rich and varied history. 



WELLAND CANAL LIFT BRIDGE 



WELLAND SHIP CANAL 

The First Welland Canal was built in 1829, running from Port Dalhousie on Lake 
Ontario to Port Robinson. Ships then locked into the Welland River (Chippawa 
Creek) and travelled along the Niagara River to Lake Erie. A Feeder Canal brought 
water from Port Maitland near Dunnville to operate this canal. The original water- 
way was soon continued through to Port Colborne on Lake Erie. There have been 
three other canals dug along basically the same route. The present (fourth) canal 
runs from Port Weller to Port Colborne. A canal bypass around the City of Welland 
is now under construction. Statistical information of the existing (4th) Welland 
Canal: 

Depth of Canal 27 feet 

Width of Canal at Waterline 310 feet 

Width of Canal at Bottom 192 feet 

Depth on Lock Sills 30 feet 

Height of Lock Walls above Sills 83 feet 

Lift on each Lock 40 i / 2 f ee t 

Height of Lower Mitre Gates (each weighs 500 tons) 82 feet 

Height of Lock Wall (Locks 4, 5 and 6 ) 130.8 feet 

Total Weight of Lock Gates 23,000 tons 

Lift of Canal, Lake to Lake 326 V'o feet 

Time Required to fill Lock 9 mjnutes 

Total Capacity of one Lock 34,425,000 gallons 

Time for Ship to pass through Canal (from calling in time to departure).. 1 5 1 / 2 hrs. 

Estimated Cost of Canal Si 32 000 000 

Height of Upper Mitre Gates (each weighs 200 tons) 351/2 feet 

Work Started on Canal in 1913 and Officially Opened in 1932 



PLACE NAMES THROUGH THE YEARS 

The entire area from Trent River to the Town of Simcoe was origi- 
nally known as the District of Nassau. When this huge district was 
later sub-divided into counties, the name Lincoln applied to almost 
all of the Niagara Peninsula. 

The following is a list of present-day place names, including 
names by which the municipality, or parts of it, were formerly 
known, and which are no longer used. 



City of Welland 
City of Niagara Falls 



The Aqueduct, Merrittsville 

Mount Dorchester, Stamford Township, 
Clifton, Drummondville 

Gravelly Bay, Stonebridge, Village of 
Humberstone 

Stumptown 

Bridgeburg, Victoria, Amigari 



City of Port Colborne 



Town of Thorold 
Town of Fort Erie 



Nowhere is there as excellent a combination 
of fertile fruit soils, general crop lands, mag- 
nificent tourist attractions, and industrial 
might, as there is in this vital, vibrant county. 



Published by Industrial, Publicity and Education Committee of 
Welland County Council with the co-operation of the Welland 
County Historical Council. 
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location of historical sites 




23 McAfee Homestead and Plaque (Mack- 
enzie's Flight) of , 812 

24 Frenchman s CreeK, 

Monument 

25 Old Fort Erie — Fort and Plaqu 

26 Peace Bridge . 

27 Windmill at Windmill Point 

28 First Gas Well in Bertie Township 

29 Port Colborne and Welland Cana 

30 Zavitz’s Millstone in Port Colborne Park 

31 Sugarloaf Hill 

32 Grain Elevators 

33 Battle of Cook's Mills, Cairn 

34 Doan's Ridge Cemetery 

35 County Building in Welland 

36 Aqueduct in Welland 

37 Flight Locks at Thorold 

38 Beaverdams Church 

39 Battle of Beaverdams 

40 Daniel Ward Eastman’s Home 

41 Bishop Fuller’s Home 

■/ 42 Indian Trail Marker Tree 

43 Cairn to Welland Canal (Sod Turning) 
Allanburg 

44 Old Canal Lock at Port Robinson 

45 1st School House at St. Johns 

46 DeCou House 

47 Morningstar Mill 

48 Old Canal Feeder 

49 Smith Farm (Concession IV Road 37) 
Prehistoric Bones Found Here 



Maitland 

Hill 

Stamford 



1 Indian Ossuary ana o-r 
Home, Cairn at top of Rav 

2 Portage Road Monument 
Green 

3 Erie and Ontario Railway 

rison snd St3nl6y , 

4 Lundy's Lane Battlefield. Drummond 

Hill Cemetery 

5 Laura Secord Grave and Monument 

6 Lundy's Lane Historical Museum 

7 Old Red Meeting House, Cairn a 
Green’s Corners 

8 Old Lundy Homestead 

9 Cairn by Seagram Tower to Pavillion 
Hotel and City of Niagara Falls 

10 Loretto Academy 

11 Maid of the Mist — (Old Scow) 

12 Oak Hall 

13 King’s Bridge and Fort at Chippawa 

14 Trinity Church and Plaque at Chippawa 

15 Laura Secord Home at Chippawa 
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The Margaret Eaton School Digital Collection is a not-for-profit resource created in 2014-2015 
to assist scholars, researchers, educators, and students to discover the Margaret Eaton School 
archives housed in the Peter Turkstra Library at Redeemer University College. Copyright of the 
digital images is the property of Redeemer University College, Ancaster, Canada and the images 
may not be copied or emailed to multiple sites without the copyright holder's express written 
permission. However, users may print, download, or email digital images for individual non- 
commercial use. To learn more about this project or to search the digital collection, go to 
http://libguides.redeemer.ca/mes. 




